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Lacy Dawn's father relives the Gulf War, her mother's teeth are rotting out, and her best 
friend is murdered by the meanest daddy on Earth. Life in The Hollow isn't great. But Lacy 
has one advantage -- she's been befriended by a semi-organic, semi-robot who works with 
her to cure her parents. He wants something in exchange, though. It's up to her to save the 
Universe.  
 
Will Lacy Dawn's predisposition, education, and magic be enough for her to save the 
Universe, Earth, and, most importantly, protect her own family? 
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Where can I get a copy? 
Go through Amazon&Search for "Rarity from the Hollow" by Robert Eggleton through the 
Amazon store for your country. 
 
Available in both print and e-book formats. 

http://www.amazon.com/Rarity-Hollow-Robert-Eggleton-ebook/dp/B017REIA44/ 

http://www.lulu.com/shop/robert-eggleton/rarity-from-the-hollow/paperback/product-
22910478.html 

http://www.doghornpublishing.com/wordpress/books/rarity-from-the-hollow  

My Review: 
Lacy Dawn is a young girl, blessed with natural intelligence, but haunted by crippling mental 
illness and developing teenage angst. She lives in a rural backwater with a backdrop of 
domestic violence; brought up by a PTSD suffering, pot smoking father, and an under-
educated, frightened mother. Her only and best friend is an android, DotCom, who is hiding 
on earth, looking for a person to save the world. Lacy Dawn, like a lot of children in her 
situation, believes that she is in some way at fault for her family’s situation and uses her 
friendship with DotCom to try and heal her parents, herself and ultimately save the world. 
 
The characters aren’t what I would describe as likeable but they are certainly true to life. The 
writer has an unusual style, which may not suit all readers. The story is a little bizarre, 
frequently sad and a little distressing in parts, but the book is engaging and hard to put 
down.   
 
A quick interview with Robert: 
 
Sarah: What inspired you to write a science-fiction/children’s story for adults? 

Robert: I’ve worked in the field of child advocacy for over forty years. A little over a year 
ago, I retired from my job as a children’s psychotherapist for an intensive mental health, day 
treatment program. Many of the kids in the program had been abused, some sexually. Part of 
my job was to facilitate group therapy sessions.  

One day in 2006 during a group therapy session, I was sitting around a table used for written 
therapeutic exercises, and a little girl with stringy, brown hair sat a few feet away. Instead of 
just disclosing the horrors of her abuse at the hands of the meanest daddy on Earth, she also 
spoke of her hopes and dreams for the future: finding a loving family who would protect 
her. This girl was inspiring. She got me thinking again about my own hopes and dreams of 
writing fiction, an aspiration that I’d held in since I was twelve years old. My protagonist was 
born that day – an empowered victim who takes on the evils of the universe: Lacy Dawn.  
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I began to write about Lacy Dawn. Three short stories were published in magazines and 
preceded the novel. I felt that the novel had to be hopeful but I didn’t think that anybody 
would bite on the theme of a knight on a white stallion galloping off a hillside to swoop 
victims into safety, like in the traditional romance genre. That almost never actually happens 
in real life, so that genre was too unrealistic as the primary. I knew that there would already 
be enough horror in the story, so that genre was out too. What could be more horrific than 
child abuse? Lacy Dawn and her traumatized teammates would need fantastical elements to 
achieve empowerment. But, as in life, one cannot overcome barriers to the pursuit of 
happiness by simply imagining them away. That’s where the science fiction came into play. It 
provided a power source. I tied the science fiction to Capitalism because in today’s reality it 
will take significant financial investment by benefactors to significantly improve the welfare 
of children in the world.  

I quickly realized that Rarity from the Hollow would be tough to peg into a genre. It would 
include serious social commentary – i.e., poverty, child maltreatment, substance abuse – 
literary issues about which I was familiar and which impact children’s welfare, but would also 
need to be escapist literature with elements of satire and comedy or readers could be 
overwhelmed by the tragedy. The Editor came up with the line, “A Children’s Story. For 
Adults.” because the primary voice is that of an adolescent, but the content includes social 
commentary of a more adult interest.  

Sarah: Why did you decide to tackle the difficult issues of mental illness, domestic violence and child abuse in 
your novel? 
 
Robert: I’m not so sure that I “decided” to tackle the difficult issues that you mentioned as 
much as they inserted themselves and I was compelled to write true to the mission: to 
sensitize readers to the worldwide social problem of child maltreatment through a comical 
and satiric science fiction adventure.  
 
Sarah: You have an unusual style of writing (not a bad thing!). Who are you three favorite authors and how 
have they influenced your writing? 
 
Robert: Well, Sarah, this is the hardest question that you’ve asked. I’m not sure that you 
would have enough bandwidth for me to make a complete list of inspirations and favorite 
authors, so here’s three: Vonnegut showed me how to enjoy my anger about political and 
societal issues. His anger in Breakfast of Champions helped me stay strong as a children’s 
advocate and as a writer, and how to experiment with my writing style outside of commonly 
accepted structures and formats. One reviewer of Rarity from the Hollow described the writing 
style as one-quarter turn beyond that of Vonnegut. https://electricrev.net/2014/08/12/a-
universe-on-the-edge/ Douglas Adams pushed me into the wilder side of writing regardless 
of censorship. Several book reviewers have compared my writing to that found in Hitchhikers 
Guide to the Galaxy, the most notable of which may have been the Gold Medal awarded by 
Awesome Indies: “…a Hillbilly version of Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy….” 
 http://awesomeindies.net/ai-approved-review-of-rarity-from-the-holly-by-robert-eggleton/ 
 And, Piers Anthony sure knew how to write a goofy pun and has always gotten me to 
giggle. He wrote a blurb for my novel. There’re a lot more authors that I hold dear, a lot 
more.  
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Sarah: The book ends with the statement “The End of This Adventure”. Do I take it that there is a second 
Lacy Dawn book in the making? 
 
Robert: The new edition of Rarity from the Hollow was just released. There was a formatting 
problem in the original edition that needed to be fixed and the publisher decided to invest in 
a complete re-edit for the second. Some of the language in the second edition was toned 
down a little the political allegory was strengthened. Yes, I hope to write until I’m incapable 
of doing so. The next Lacy Dawn adventure is titled, Ivy. It asks the question, “how far will a 
child go to save a parent from addiction?” And, it explores the phenomenon of “getting 
high” that occurs on every planet in the universe.   
 
Sarah: Before we go, do you have any tips for up and coming authors? 
 
Robert: As a novice with only one debut novel under my belt, I’m not sure that my tips to 
upcoming authors would have credibility. Based on my experience, I recommend accepting 
the reality that the fiction marketplace is so full of new novels that one is unlikely to be 
discovered like Elvis was by singing on the porch stoop of a low-income apartment. I 
believe that if a new author hangs in there, doesn’t give up, but also doesn’t release material 
before it is independently edited by a qualified individual, the odds of achieving recognition 
will be increased.  
 
 
About the Author: Robert Eggleton 
 

 
 
Robert Eggleton has served as a children's advocate in an impoverished state for over forty 
years. He is best known for his investigative reports about children’s programs, most of 
which were published by the West Virginia Supreme Court where he worked from 1982 
through 1997, and which also included publication of models of serving disadvantaged and 
homeless children in the community instead of in large institutions, research into foster care 
drift involving children bouncing from one home to the next -- never finding a permanent 
loving family, and statistical reports on the occurrence and correlates of child abuse and 
delinquency.  
  
Today, he is a recently retired children's psychotherapist from the mental health center in 
Charleston, West Virginia, where he specialized in helping victims cope with and overcome 
physical and sexual abuse, and other mental health concerns. Rarity from the Hollow is his 
debut novel. Its release followed publication of three short Lacy Dawn Adventures in 
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magazines: Wingspan Quarterly, Beyond Centauri, and Atomjack Science Fiction. The second edition 
of Rarity from the Hollow was release on November 3, 2016. Author proceeds have been 
donated to a child abuse prevention program operated by Children’s Home Society of West 
Virginia. http://www.childhswv.org/ Robert continues to write fiction with new adventures 
based on a protagonist that is a composite character of children that he met when delivering 
group therapy services. The overall theme of his stories remains victimization to 
empowerment. 
 

Author Contacts: 

http://www.lacydawnadventures.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Lacy-Dawn-Adventures-573354432693864/ 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13603677-rarity-from-the-hollow  

https://twitter.com/roberteggleton1 

https://plus.google.com/b/108662084126982201049/108662084126982201049/posts  

http://www.doghornpublishing.com/wordpress/books/rarity-from-the-hollow 

 

 
 
 
 


